Myasthenia gravis with thymoma is not associated with an increased incidence of non-muscle autoimmune disorders.
Three groups of thymectomized patients with myasthenia gravis (MG) were selected for study, 16 with thymoma, 16 with thymic atrophy and 32 with follicular hyperplasia of the thymus. All 16 patients with thymoma, 15/16 with thymus atrophy and 30/32 with follicular hyperplasia had AChR antibodies. Non-receptor muscle (CA) antibodies were found in sera of 15/16 patients with thymoma, 3/16 with thymus atrophy and in none of the sera from patients with follicular hyperplasia. There were 2 patients with thymoma and polymyositis, but none of the thymoma patients had rheumatoid arthritis (RA), systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) or other autoimmune disorders. Among the 32 patients with follicular hyperplasia of the thymus were 2 with SLE, 2 with RA and 1 with juvenile diabetes mellitus. In this study, there was an increased incidence of non-muscle autoimmune disorders among MG patients with follicular hyperplasia of the thymus but not among MG patients with thymoma.